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TOP CIRCULATION AND TOP RESPONSE FOR ADVERTISERS:

Unidentified Flying Objects, or
Utterly Foolish Observations?

- Whatever our attitude to UFOs —
baloney or new be
fact remains that they are back ln
the news.

A spate of recent sightings tug-
gests that if the Force is with
anybody at the moment, it's the

Bright blue, green and red lights
over Canvey...saucer shapes
hovering over Pitsea... A Saturn
shaped comet’'s tail tail ca t on
video by a Billericay novelist. ..
Something is going on up there.

The Standard Recorder has exam-

UFOs in this part of the conntry
in a bid to discover
legoonulyvlv‘eh shonldtake’ it
me ‘- sightings - are just plain
fanciful. Others can ‘'be explained
away. But there remains a small
core that can only be deocrlbed as

One fact remains clear. Flying
saucers bave never set harmed
anybody. Nobody has even fallen
off a bike while spotting them.

And whether or not the things
themselves are real, one thing re-
mains for sure nbout flying saucers

people of South-East Essex.

WhenthefirstUFOlands,isitlikely
to be in Essex?

UFO &ightings seem to be concen-
trated in particular places at par-
ticular times. Recent areas to be
favoured include the north of Italy
and South Island, New Zealand.

But the Thames Estuary does appear
to be very much flavour of the year
in alien circles, if only because the
river may act as a guideline to London
and tea with the Queen.

By March 1989 there had been over
7 sightings, putting south-east Essex
at the top of the national league,
although the concentrated population
may mean that there are simply more
eyes to look, particularlv during the
repeat season on television.

What do the UFOs look like?
If even a fraction of the accounts are
¢t be believed, UFO buiiders offer

Do UFOs appear to those who
really want to see them?

ined t.he whole phenomenon of ..inexplicable.

more range and variety of models
than the Ford Motor Company over
1ts entire history.

Dacipﬂons of the craft include the
following: like a rugby ball, fish,
giowing at the smoker's end,
water melor, a (whole) pear, transform-
er robot, and cottage bread.
Oh, and saucer.

Have any UFO incidents been satis-
l‘ncm yexphmed ""tyh: T

'pmvedn!mostublnmnnnythhw
uld be laid on by little green

In June 1979 anglers sitting around
eld Reservoir were startled

was reported to be pnrﬁcuhrly poor
for the rest of the day.

The object was variously described
as like “a flaming comet” and “an

cannouball”, But witheases gen-
uﬂlywmtlthldboenmovlu
too fast too see at all. It had made an

ty
(xvmanm-denboroush

mn:h but could find nothing Science

fiction afficianados will, however, recall

the Steven Spielberg produced film

n, whu-.h alien spacemen are
dnplldplnhebonom
of the sea until their colleagues can

where the frogmen
Out of the water they fished — a
weather balloon.
Who owned the balloon and why it
had come down remainad a mystery.

Someone, somewhere, must have receiv-

od a very damp weather forecast.
Another ‘clearly identified UFO was

the “green glowing thing”
Oznhmdbouuvueunht Busby

Pitsea and Mr William Jones in
June 1960.

Mr Pat Miles of the British Astronomi-
cal Association also saw it.
“It was a brilliant fireball, a piece

.of rock,” he explained. *“ They come

from minor planets between Mars and

.Jupiter.” So minor, indeed, that unlike

Southend they don't have their names
all through the rock.

Who gets the prize for the most
ingenious investigation of UFOs?
Undoubtedly a special team that mixed
members of Basildon police force traffic
control and other flight experts from
Southend airport. One night in early
October 1987 a spate of UFO reports
lrd;ed on their desk and they set to
work.

The team were intlially puzzled by
the reports of h.rg! brl;ht uym hover-

e — their entertatinment value.

traffic controls but
none of them could
provide any expla-
nation.

A Basildon police
spokeaman  said:
*The only explana-
tion I can think of
is that it is prob-
::‘ y aircraft stack-

area where anxious
residents described
five or six sauncer

shaped objects fly-

port to the Defence
Ministry with de-
talls of the sight-

ings.
Five days before
that, romantic
novelist

st. Lking

which appeared in

the night sky above

his head.
Anthony

“Before this

really believe in
sightings.

sa;
avelative of mlne.
“There were
things flying across
the sky with lights
shooting over
the place.
* “ first saw some-
ltthhu with a uu&
was bright an
shot across the sky.
“You could be for-
given for thinking
it was a comet."”
Anulony deserib-
ed the aircraft as

domed on top ud
underneath with a
disk nmnhm
around the edge —
like Saturn.

hand, for more
than
ters of an hour,
watching the ob-
‘dance’
around each other.
.Wife Teresa, 33.
had earlier seen the
strange objects but
had been too em-
barrassed to say.

ing in the sky near Pler,
and silently rlnlng up and down.

In fact, the mystery was the result
of a military cock-up, not by invading
aliens but by the British army.

Soldiers were bholding a particularly
vigorous night exen:lu over t.he Med-
way and shooti
of flares. They had, however, neglected
to let anybody know what was going
on.

“By coincidence,” said the team’s

spokesman, “it was a very clear night _}

which meant their activities could be
seen for miles around.” )

“Because of the considerable distance
involved, the lights could have appaared
to hang in the air like fireworks."”

The :fpokeunan explained that be-
cause the distance, the explosions
could be seen but not heard. Local
fishermen will tell you, however, that
they had no trouble hearing some of
the soldierly language.

How many people really believe in

Erg, the publishers, beamed themselves
down into Basildon town centre to do
some market research.

They asked a random sample of
shoppers and workers whether they
belleved that there was life on other

What should | do if |

DO not be bashil. Many 8 person who

mmodmmhvmmho

75 per cent thought that there

Only 30 per cent thought that Earth
had sufficiently strong defences against
an attack by aliens.

The subject was not raised in the
e, but local wags are bellev-
ed to have volunteered the
that Basildon's nuclear free aone status
would be of no help whatsoever.

HAVE YOU
SEEN A
UFO?

! you have had o
close encounter of the
first, second or third
kind, don't keep quiet
for fear of being called
a crackpot! Write to

the eyes of this, one of thdr
greatest enthnsiasts.

Then, in 19&1. in Rhyl, North
Wales, it look s if the
had come. Idly nziu through
the viewfinder of his camera,
Andrew spotted the spiralling
phenomenon above.

The UFO obligingly remained
in sight while he snapped It
and, to Andrew's delight, was
still there when the fllm was
developed,

NO. Yhere is every evidence to
suggest that the things are per-
verse in this respect. And there
is little to suggest that many
sightings are the result of wishful
thinking.

lr Lhere is one person who

be sald to have devoted

2 hln.ulr more than most to chas-

ing UFOs in Essex it is author
Andrew Collins.

From the age of 18 he has

been devotedly logging all sight-

Surely many of the so-called sight-
ings are spoofs?

The UFO lnvestlptors network check
each reported sighting. Over the years,
like the little green men of the cartoons,

s in the area. At a youn But Echo Newspapers' Chief b octs.
' M S Rt s Photographer Ron Case recog-  fheye developed :",‘;f,;‘:d';m'ﬁ'g pes e ohotsinns bes oo JUFO, Standard Re-
’m." LT W e 7L was —‘{::gh?:jf;e(m{?!:h;ha;inl: ticated techniques for spotting a hoax :‘" "“"_'" ”o""f',""‘ e o O oordor, Newspaper

3 i Nour wakch y hall

) o Over the years be had talked dirt’ that had become embedded ~ Yithout wasting too much time. Little <y Rt oo, oo (FF ol s on wvs c Hall

in the film emulsion.
Elght years on Andrew Collins
1s still looklng.

green men in rubber suits knocking
at the door are always referred to the
Salvatien Army.

- ¥ to courless witnesses, But un. Lano. Bnlldon. Essex.
‘c‘gneml aliens resolutely refused

make any appearance before

accasion. The “flying saucer” Is in fact &
paper plate, thrown kom behind
camers.
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