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• Unidentified Flying' Objects, or 
UtterlY Foolish Obs�rvations? 

· Whatever our attitude to UFOs ·:_ Bright blue, p-een and reclllahts 'UFOs ln ·thla part "of ·the coUDtry ODe fact � dear. Fl� 
baloney or new beginning - the over ·. Canvey ... saucer ahapea . in a bid to discoVer Just how . saucers have never '!'et harmed fact remaina that they are back.� hovering over Pitsea . . •  A Saturn leriouslywe should t&Jutthem. anybody. Nobody has even fallen 
the news. . : shaped comet's tall tall caqght on Some · si&ht:lngs · are just plaln off a bike while spotting them. A 8)Nlte of recent sightinp sug· video by a Blllericay novelist. • • fanclful. Others can 'be explalned And whether or not the things psts that if the Force is with Something is going on up there. away. But there remalns a small themselves are real, one thing re-
anybody at the moment, it's the The Standard Recorder has exam· core that can only t.e dncribecl aa "1IUl1na for sure about Oy1ng saucers • , people ofSouth-EastEssex. lned the whole phenomenon of . • mexpli�ble. :· j . � • -thelrentertalnmentvalue. 

• 

WbentheftrstUFOlancla,iaitllkely 
to be in Essex? 
UFO aightings seem to be concen· 
trated in particular places at par· 
ticular times. Recent areas to be 
favoured include the north of Italy 
and South Island, New Zealand. 

But the Thames Estuary does appear 
to be very much flavour of the year 
In alien circles, if only because the 
river may act u a 1\lldeline to London 
and tea with the Queen. 

By March 1989 there had been over 
'10 stchtings, putting south-east Essell 
at the top of the national league, 
although the concentrated population 
may meen that there are simply more 
eyes �o look, particularly durin& the 
repeat season on television. 

Wlaat .. the VFOs look Uke? 
If even a fraction of tlle accounts are 
tiD be believed, UFO bullden offer 

more l1lJlll! and variety � models 
than the Ford Motor Company owr 
its entire history. 

Desciptions or the aaft lDclude the 
following: like a rugby ball, 11sh, clpr 
slowing at the smoker's end, half a 
water melor., a (whole) pear, transform· 
er robot, and loaf or cettqe bread. 
Ob, and saucer. 

Have any UFO lnddents beeD eaU. 
factorily explalned ·away? 
Yes- and occasiODaliy the explanation 

n:���t'�r ��:us:= 
men. ' 

In June 1979 anglers s!ttinl around 
Hannlngfleld Reservoir were startled 
by a large object that plummeted Into 
the mlddle of the reservoir. Fishing 
wu reported to be particularly poor 
for the rest of the day. 

The object was vario�y descrlbed 
u like "a flamin& comet" and wan 

Do UFOs appear Jo those who 
really want to see them? 

• 

NO. '!'here b every evidence .to 
•upest tllat the thlnas are per· 
vene ln this retpect. And there 
b Uttle to auagest that many 
al&htlnp are the retult or wlahful 
thlnk1na. . 

If there b one person who 
can be l&id to have devoted 

' hbpself more thaD most to chas· 
1nl UFOs in Essex lt b author 
ADdrew Collbu. 

From the qe or 18 he llas 
been devotedly loaln& all al&ht· 
l.ncs in the area. At a youna 
qe be put his aavtnas into a 
mqazbae declk:ated to the aub-• Ject. 

Over the years be had t&lked 
- t to eouMless witness.. Bat UD· 
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the eyes of this, one of thelr 
createst enthnslasts. · 

Then, in 1981, in Rhyl, North 
Wales, lt looked as If the moment 
had come. Idly caztna throuah 
the viewfinder of his camera, 
Andrrtl' apot ted the aplralllq 
phenomenon above. 

The UFO obllrtnaly remained 
In sight while he anapped lt 
and, to And.rew'a delqht, wu 
ltill tbere when the rum waa 
developed. 

But Echo Newspapers' Chief 
Photoarapher Ron Cue recot· 
nlsed the object for what lt 
was, - hlahly Identifiable flytna 
dirt that had become embedded 
in the rum emulsion. 

Elaht years on And.rew CoWns 
la sUlllooklna. 

apresa c:annonball". But wltneaMs aen· 
en.lly agreed that lt had been movin& 
too fast too aee at all. It had made an 
alm.J.abty sp]ub. · . 

Essex police troemeD made a tborouah 
eearch but could ftDd nothiJl&. Science 
ftction aftldanadoa will, however, rec:aU 

· tbe Steven SpieJbera produced ftlm 
Cocoon, in wblcb alien apacemen are 
auspended In deep alelfP at the bottom 
of the aea until their co1Jeeaue1 can 
return to rescue them. 

The Hannin&fteld UFO was DO alien. 
Almost two years later water balllffs 
IUClC88ded where the frolmen bad Called. 
Out of the water they_ l1shecl - a 
weather balloon. · 

Who owned the balloon and wby lt 
had come down remained a mystery. 
Someone, somewhere, must have recelv· 
.Sa very damp weather forecast. · 

Another· clearly ldentltled UFO was 
the "areen clowin& thing" describad 
by alarmed housewife Mrs Pat Busby of Pitsea and Mr WWiam Jones In 
June1980. 

Mr Pat Mlles of the British Aat:ronoml· 
cal Asaoclation also saw it. 

"It was a brllliant fireball, a piece 
.or rock," he explained. " They come 
from minor planets between Mars and 

.Jupiter." So minor, Indeed, that unlike 
Southend they don't have their names 
all through the rock. 

Who cets the prize for the most 
lngenlous inveatiption ofUFOs? 
Undoubtedly a special team that mixed 
members of BasUdotl police force tramc 
co�trol and other fligbt experts from 
Southend airport. One night In early 
October 1987 a spate of UFO reports 
arrived on tbelr desk and they set to 
work. 

The team were lntilally puuled by 
the report& of J.arae, bright Ji&hts hover· 
ing In the sky near Southend Pier, 
and silently rising up and down. 

In fact, the mystery was the result 
of a milltary cock·up, not by lnvadi.n& 
aliens but by the British anny. 

Soldiers were boldin& a particularly 
vigorous nl&ht e:rerclse over the Med· 
way and shootin& considerable volumes 
of flares. They had, however, neslected 
to let anybody know what was aobll 
on. 

"By colnddenoe," u.ld the team's 
spokesman, "lt wu a very clear nilbt 
which meant their activities could be 
seen for miles around." 

"Because of the considerable distance 
involved, the ll&hts could have appeared 
to ban& in the air like fireworks." 

The spokesman explained that be­
cause- of the distance, the explosions 
could be seen but not heard. Local 
f\shennen will tell you, however, that 
they had no trouble hearing aome of 
the soldierly lanauaae. 

How many people really beUeve 1D 
allens7 
In October 1985 researchers from New 
Era. the publishers, beamed themselves 
down into BasUdon town centre to do 
some market resear.c:h. 

They asked a random sample of 
shoppers and workers whether they 
believed that th�!re wu life on other 
planets. 75 per cent tbouabt that there 
was. 

Only 30 per cent thought that Earth 
bad sufftclently strong defences aplnst 
an attack by aliens. 

The aubject wu not raised in the 
questionnaire, but local wags are believ· 
ed to have volunteered the oplnlon 
that Baslldon's nuclear tne zone ltatus 
would be of no help wbataoever. 

Surely many of the ICH:alled aliht· 
lop are apooC.? 
The UFO investiptors' network check 
each reported slahtina. Over the years, 
like the little sreen men or the cartoons, 
they've developed antennae. They bel· 
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without wutina too much time. Uttle 
areen men In rubber aults knocking 
at the 4loor are alw&)'J referred to the 
Salvati&n Army. 

MR BDWARD 
Chard. of Thlaaelt 
ROIUI. Culvey, waa 
called into the car­
den of b1s home 
by his wife Doreen. 

Jt waa the nlabt 
of Friday, Septem· 
bet us. and Mrs 
Chard waa uton· 
labed by flalhlnc 
blue, creeD and red 
lllbts. 

TaUoriq m,an· 
qer Bdward. 11, 
aald: "I •w theM 
lilbts bcmldq 
around and J tot 
the b1noc:ularl oat 
and U. cenainl)' 
waa not an a1rc:raft. 

When J a.ed the 
binoculars all I 
could see waa a trl· 
IIJIIU}ar lbape and 
1t was Calrly bla. I 
was quite taken 
aback." 

Be claimed other 
people had alao 
see• the atrance 
Uabta and could 
f1nd DO explanation 
for the aJ&btiq. 

Slmllar vtalona 
were alao reported 
from the Pitsea 
arM where anxious 
retldenta deacribed 
ftve or six sancer 
1baped objects fiy. 

'riDa from left to 
npt arowul9pm. 

PoUce made 
checlu with South­
eDd, ·west Drayton 
�d Stanated air 
tramc contro� but 
DOne of them could 
'Pf'Ovlde any apla· 
nation. 

A BaaUdoa poUce 
apokeaman l&id: 
'-rhe only explana· 
tion I can th1nk ol 
1.1 that 1t � prob­
ably a1n:raft stack· 
lng. Bec:a:ue of the 
dlftlculty of .. u. 
matiq helabt ud 
apeed by IJ'OUDd 
obaervera, I fftl lt 
can OD1y be � 
craft, 

The poUce wW be 
forwardlnl a re­
port to the Defence 
M.l.niltry with de­
t&lls of the llaht· 
lop. 

Five tS.va before 
that, romantic; 
noveUst Anthony 
.ieuldns or Bllleri· 
c:ay was ata.rtleci by 
a pUtic:ul.arly 
st..lkln& UFO 
which appeared in 
the nlabt lky above 
IUs bead. 

Anthony aald: 
"Before this bap-

pened I did . not 
really beUeve in 
UFO liahtlnp. 

"'It was one 
o'clock ln th� 
mo�andl was 
aaytq JOOdbye to 
• .-elative or mine. 

"There were 
thlDp fiytq across 
thelkywithU&hts 
ahootiq all over 
tbep�ce. . 
· "I ftrat saw aome­
tbing with a tall. 
It waa bri&bt and 
ahot ac:rou the sky. 
"You could be for· 
pven for th.lnk.lng 
1t was a comet." 

Antbony describ­
ed the a1n:raft as 
domed on top and 
underneath with a 
cllsk l"llJlDlna 
aro1md the edpo ­
UkeSatarn. 

Be stood pOised, 
video c:amera in 
band, for more 
than tbree-Quar· 
ten or 8D hour. watcblna the ob­
jects 'dance' 
around each other. 

. Wife Teresa, 33. 
bad earUer seen the 
s� objects but 
bad been too em· 
ba.rTassed to say. 
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What should I do if I see a UFO? 
DO not be bHhful, Many a pet'IOII who 
llal lied • dON _.., Me been loo 
.... Nnuaed to .. lllllbout lt. 

Tile -tMIIIc:e lool klftdlr __,... upon 
UFO ........ atw-ra with .. llf'OYiao 
1wt ltlelr llllle la 110t being w.-cl lly 1 
lloaa. TheJ will do their belll to _._ a 
, .. _, eqllllnatlon tor the Mgtlllng. 

Howewr, !M "'"' lall.,ectcM'y ,., to 
lodge l!llonnatloft 11 lllldoubtedlr to rtne 
... 10C81 UFO hotllne, t•sllclon 2M07t. 

IIMIIIIen ol ... UFO atudy Qrwup hen 
bHII ooUellno lnlonn•tloft tor _, re•,., 
.. well ae IMIIIIIfttl regulllr wMchae en 
LMfdonHIIIa. . 

Tlley ..... _ .. to gelger �. 
dlemtcal .,.....,. encl olhef ldenlltlc ....,. 
111111 to .... out lie proallnlty of ..... 
olljecta. . 

In lie pholofrapll llbon, !Miftbera of 
lie lodety cen be -n �rlno tor a 
M hour wa� on Ganeywood c-on. 

VIrtue h•• not a..n rewenltd on thlt 
occaelon. Tile "'lrlno aeucer" le In '-Ot a 
,..,., plate, llrown from bttllncl lie 
_, .. 

HAVE YOU 
SEEN A 

UFO? 
If you have had a 
cloee encou1111ter of the 
first, second or third 
kind, don't keep quiet 
for fear of being called 
a crackpot! Write to 
UFO, Standard Re­
corder, Newspaper 
HouH, Chester Hall 
L.8ne, Baalldon, Euex. 


